                           
                                  
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are New York natives and the proud parents of six children. With their children in mind,
the Johnsons wanted a better life for their family. Thus, Mr. Johnson transferred from New York City Transit
Authority to Georgia’s Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA), where he has worked for several
years. After they moved to Georgia, they purchased their first home. Unfortunately, their dream of being
homeowners was short lived when they experienced a financial hardship that resulted from a combination of
bills, car repairs, and minimal savings.
The Johnsons shared that their journey to homelessness began when their car broke down and cost them
approx. $2,000 to fix. As the van was the only source of transportation for their family, they used money set
aside for their mortgage payment to pay for repairs. With no savings they were unable to pay the mortgage,
and decided to get a “payday” loan which created another monthly bill with an extremely high interest rate.
This started a snowball effect and, unable to catch up, the Johnsons’ home was put into foreclosure. With no
place to go, poor credit, and little pocket money, they moved into an extended stay hotel for a short time.

“It (Pathway Home) was a life-changing
situation for us, it showed us what we’ve
been doing wrong and how to go about
making things right.”
Between paying weekly rent at the hotel and paying outstanding bills, the Johnsons were still behind. After
searching for better living arrangements, they were introduced to Family Promise, a community outreach
program for families seeking housing stability. The Johnsons were introduced to budgeting and savings at
Family Promise. They were doing well in the program, which enabled them to transition to GHC’s Pathway
Home Program, a two-year transitional housing program. The family continued to take advantage of the
supportive services offered, such as financial education classes provided by Clearpoint Financial Services,
Equifax credit reporting, and life skills coaching. Through Pathway Home, the Johnsons remained a close
family and worked hard to leave the program better than when they arrived. Subsequently, they were able to
pay off old debt, increase their credit score, maintain a savings account, and ultimately purchase a new home.
The Johnsons’ time with GHC culminated with our Welcome Home home ownership program and the
purchase of a newly renovated home using Down Payment Assistance in the amount of $14,975 in HOME
funding in conjunction with Gwinnett County Community Development, as well as $1,500 in IDA funds
earned through GHC's strategic partnership with BrandMortgage. GHC coordinated the acquisition and
rehab, done by Atlanta Metro Restoration, and invested nearly $70,000 in improvements to include a
new roof, new deck, all new windows, new paint inside and outside, new appliances, and much
more. This acquisition not only allowed for the revitalization of older housing stock in the
city of Lawrenceville, stabilization for a community fragmented by foreclosures,
but an opportunity for a family to create a new sense of home.

